The key advice that the politicians, media representatives and lobbyists had for scientists was to present as unified a message as possible when dealing with Government. That is, to focus on effectively communicating the 90% of an issue on which scientists agree, rather than being bogged down in the 10% of matters on which we may have differing views and approaches. The National Disability Insurance Scheme was offered as an example, whereby a diverse array of scientific, clinical and community groups lobbied effectively for change, by focusing together on their common goals rather than minor points of difference. 
ASM Affairs
Mike also attended question time in the House of Representatives.
For a scientist this seemed to be a pointless exercise with a complete lack of constructive debate, collegiality or respect in the House. We expect more from our sporting champions. Our federal politicians need to consider the example they are setting as role models for young Australians.
There was a fair bit of doom and gloom surrounding the current Government's lack of appreciation of the value of science and the risk of real cuts in the upcoming May budget. 
